
What Do You See?

Nonverbal activity
After explaining nonverbal communication, discuss with students that images often provide a powerful inspiration for writers and artists.  Project three narrative paintings onto the board.  Ask students to record their observations about the scene depicted in each painting.  For example, look at the setting, the people, the props, etc.

Then the students should choose one painting and transform it into a story of what is happening, who is involved, how did it begin, how will it end, etc.  Students will turn these in at the end of class.

Remember that there is no right or wrong interpretation of the paintings.

I tried to select paintings that would appeal to the wide variety of interests in my class.  The paintings I used were “The Problem We All Live With” by Norman Rockwell, “Sunday in the Park” by Georges Seurat and “American Gothic” by Grant DeVolson.  Pick your own favorite paintings for this assignment.


